Press Release / May 18th, 2017

Jutta Ditfurth*: I was thrown out as a speaker of the
International Conference of the Catalan National Movement
Candidatura d'Unitat Popular (CUP) because I defend Israel’s
right to exist and will go on to criticize the anti-Semitic BDS. The
conference takes place 20 May 2017 in Barcelona.
Preliminary remarks: The main concern of the anti-Semitic BDS (Boycott Divestment Sanctions) is
not to criticize Israel’s policies or racism in Israeli society, but to destroy the existence of Israel. In
reality, it is not just about boycotting products from the occupied territories, as many people still
believe. But: The only Jewish state in the world is to be demonised and delegitimised for as long as
it takes to attain that actual goal: its annihilation. The BDS does not want a two-state solution, but
just one state called Palestine. Only “non-Zionist” Jews will be allowed to remain in the new state;
but as practically all Jews are Zionists in the eyes of the BDS, only very few Jews would be able to
stay in Israel – only those who bow to the BDS and the organisations affiliated with it like FOR
Palestine etc. Not only should the Palestinians who were really expelled return to the new state,
but also their descendants, even if they have never lived in Israel. That would mean 5 to 6.5
million people. But Israel is only the size of the German state of Hesse and has 8.3 million
inhabitants, of which 6.1 million are Jews. Israel would no longer exist. Even international law does
not have an inheritable right of return.
Current conflict: The Catalan party Candidatura d’Unitat Popular (CUP) [1] invited me to Barcelona
in March 2017 to speak at their conference “International Conference: Sovereignty and SelfDetermination. Political Change in the Euro-Mediterranean Region”. On 20 May I was to hold a
talk at the conference and take part in a round table discussion; on 22 May I was to speak at a
conference of the Fundacio Tia Salellas in the city of Girona.
The invitation stated: We would like you as a “feminist, radical ecologist and anti-nuclear activist,
and as co-founded of the Green Party and of the Ecological Left … to elucidate your experiences
and positions regarding civil disobedience as a non-violent tool of social change …. We would like
to combine theory, analysis and practice … It would be a great honour for us if you would take part
in our international conference.” The CUP is “non homogeneous” and wishes to “learn from other
people’s experiences”.
Now I have been disinvited by email. The reasons:
1.We knew nothing about your “political positions and activities against the BDS.” … We strongly
support the BDS because it opposes colonialist and racist policies. … We are against colonialism,
occupation and discrimination, and the Palestinian struggle for liberation is a central and decisive
issue.”
This means: Whoever criticises the BDS – i.e., does not contest Israel’s right to exist – cannot be
against either racism, colonialism or discrimination. No other form of solidarity with Palestinians is
possible than the adaptation of the strategy and interests of the BDS.
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2.Furthermore, the CUP wrote, a representative of the BDS campaign was invited to the round
table discussion and it was not considered appropriate that an anti-BDS activist should be
included.
Obviously, one’s relationship to Israel is a dominant question for the Candidatur d’Unitat Popular.
The supposed theme of discussion, my “experiences and positions as a tool of civil disobedience
and non-violent social change” (invitation) combining “theory, analysis and practice (ibid.), has
become subjection to the concept of the BDS. The feminist, radical-ecological and anti-nuclear
positions are of no value to the CUP as soon as someone criticises the BDS. So much for the CUP’s
claim to be “non-homogeneous” and to want to “learn from the experiences of others”.
In Spring 2014, during a reading tour to three Israeli universities (Tel Aviv, Jerusalem, Haifa) with
my book about the history of anti-Semitism among the nobility (Der Baron, die Juden und die
Nazis), I experienced the BDS in Germany personally and for the first time: I was attacked by an
onslaught of angry letters asking what I was thinking of by giving readings in Israel. Even the
Querfront-Linke (nationalistic leftists) raged on the Net. One Chris Sedlmair wrote on the
Facebook site “Linke (!) Zeitungsleser”:
“Mendacious Jutta” has received “the Tel Aviv licence to annihilate people”.
International: For some years now, the situation of Jewish students at many US American
universities has been demonstrably exacerbated as a result of the BDS campaign. In some western
European countries meantime, legal measures have been taken against the BDS (for example in
France). In Spain, nine BDS activists are about to be indicted for discrimination. They had tried to
prevent the Jewish-American singer Matisyahu from performing at the 2015 Rototom Sunsplash
Reggae Festival because he did not wish to avow his support of the BDS and protest against Israel.
http://legalinsurrection.com/2017/02/spanish-bds-activists-who-targeted-matisyahu-facecriminal-prosecution/
In Germany, the general public knows little about the character of the anti-Semitic BDS and its real
aims. It is high time that this changed.
P.S. In the near future, Barcelona wants to terminate the town twinning with Tel Aviv
[1] According to information published by the CUP, it has 10 parliamentarians in the Catalan
Parliament and about 381 local councillors in Catalonia.
More information:
On the occasion of the Revolutionary 1 May Demonstration in Berlin in 2016, the Ecological Left
had an altercation with the BDS and the group FOR Palestine. For more information:
20160501FlyerAntizionAntisem.pdf

* Jutta Ditfurth, german public Intellectual, Author, Sociologist, political activist, Member of
Ökologische Linke [Ecological Left], elected member of City Council of Frankfurt/Main for ÖkoLinXAntirassistische-Liste
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